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It seems like only yesterday that we opened up our doors to welcome and serve our community’s children.  But a decade has already passed and when we reflect upon our history, Harambee Inc is indeed proud of it’s accomplishments over the years. 
My motivation for starting Harambee Inc. arose out of my own childhood experiences and the discipline of dance added purpose and provided an avenue of expression. 
Harambee Inc. is a nonprofit organization that improves communities by improving the lives of children through programs that give children positive direction in their lives.  

We aspire to: 

· Provide on going after school programming of interdisciplinary arts and academic programs for children

· Provide artistic training and performance opportunities for children

· Facilitate international tours, performances and workshop

· Facilitate and host international residencies and international cultural exchanges 

Harambee’s Kids are empowered to create opportunities for themselves, by using the skills gained through Harambee’s unique programs.  The ultimate objective is to establish a learning center to promote the scientific and artistic interests of young people through which children’s ambitions will be nurtured while they explore their dreams in a safe environment.

The Hustle and Bustle of Harambee!

Harambee provides year-round direct services, such as traditional West African dance and drumming classes, and visual arts instruction, free of charge to youth and residents in South Florida. Through the development of specific artistic skills, creative expression and performance opportunities youth are encouraged to reach beyond the boundaries imposed by their immediate communities, as well their self-imposed limitations.
In addition to providing ongoing Arts programming teaching African dance and drum, Harambee Inc. was involved in two international exchange projects.  The first was an invitation to teach West African dance and to demonstrate how is dance integrated into the lives of communities. The influence of West-African dance can be recognized in its past and present traditions. West-African dance makes known a common past and stimulates a shared sense of values and beliefs. The cultural purpose of West-African dance is to tell history and relay stories to intensify social and religious rituals. It is performed to celebrate important community events such as initiations or coming of age ceremonies, marriages, funerals, births, deaths and harvest season. West-African dance engenders a sense of belonging and a holistic means of developing identity. 
We also had an opportunity to study Caribbean Dance and to understand the cultural depth of dance and the importance it plays in today’s society.

The Harambee team also set their sites on Guinea in West Africa to study with the prestigious Le Ballets Africans.  Once they returned to the South Florida, the team, excited with what they had learned, hosted an African Dance extravaganza.  Harambee has also begun an international exchange project with Brazil.
Highlighting Our Accomplishments
These are some of the events that we have sponsored over the past 10 years:

	2006
	Facilitated an Afro Cuban workshop with with Neri Torres

	
	Currently facilitating a full service after school program at Arthur and Polly Mays Middle School to include homework help/tutoring, basketball, drumming, visual art, and dance (Hip-hop and West African.)

	2005
	Executive Director returns to Trinidad to receive training in Arts Management at the University of the West Indies. 

	
	Partnership is initiated with the Oya Institute of Bahia for another international cultural exchange program. 

	2004
	Provided West African workshop at Balere Language Academy.  

	2003
	Harambee’s drumming students performed at the Pan African Book Fest, in Broward County.

	
	Launched 2nd International Cultural Exchange project with the Tobago Academy of Performing Arts in Tobago and Prizzglands Dance and Drum Ensemble in Trinidad. 

	2002
	Partnered with Douglas Elementary school to facilitate a dance and drum after school program in addition to the services at Gibson Park, Overtown.  

	
	Hosted 2nd Caribbean Community Experience Tour for Music Fest Miami.

	2000
	Hosted the First Homestead Unity Youth Feast at Losner Park in Homestead


Harambee’s Vision for the Future

When we reflect on what we have accomplished, we continue to redefine ourselves to improve our services to the community.  We envision ourselves as being one of South Florida’s premier cultural institutions that will continue to provide access to the Arts for Young people.  We intend to develop a collective team of artists whose expertise allows them to perform and facilitate a cadre of artistic genre’s and to remain on the cutting edge of merging cultural traditions and techniques, while establishing unique cultural partnerships like tap and Japanese dance, allowing our young people to have an appreciation of the highest form of Arts.
Harambee Inc. needs to broaden its horizon to focus more on West African and Brazilian dance; how they were formed and their influence on dance  today’s dance culture.  In order for the organization to grow in this scope, more training and studies are necessary. 

Looking ahead, Harambee Inc. will move away from providing its more traditional programs to designing and creating events that will have a bigger and have a more lasting impact to the community.  These will include programs like:  “Let’s Dance Together” and a “Dance Extravaganza.”

Upcoming Events for 2008-2009

· School Workshops




September 1-30

· Let’s Dance Together 




October 17-20

· South Florida African Dance Collective  
February 27 – March 10

· Diaspora Dance





May 20-25

· Harambee Arts Ensemble Summer Intensive
June 15 - July 24

September

·   In September we are available to provide workshops of West African Dance and Drumming.  If you would like a workshop for your organization or school,  then please send a request to harambee01@yahoo.com

October 




· Let’s Dance Together is an international cultural dance exchange for children.  There will be a field trip to performances and workshops for children on Friday October 17, 2008.   The performance will consist of two different folkloric dance forms, the dance forms are to be announced.  At this time we would like to have modern dance and Caribbean dance from the English speaking Caribbean, and we are working to secure such companies.  There will also be workshops on Saturday and Sunday with a community performance on Saturday evening.

· Friday  October 17, 2008  Morning performance and classes for children
· Saturday classes

	
	Saturday
	              Sunday

	11-12:45
	Caribbean Dance
	African Dance Workshop

	Lunch Break
	
	

	2:00-3:30
	Modern-Dance
	Caribbean & African Dance Combo 

	3:45-5:00
	Caribbean Dance
	

	7:30pm
	Performance
	


· More information about who will be teaching and additional information will be updated as the information comes in. 

February and March 2009

South Florida African Dance Collective:   To be updated!

As we set our sights on and make our plans for 2009, Harambee Inc. and the team would like to thank the community and its leaders for the opportunity to serve and to provide these programs that have impacted the lives of so many young people.  

For more information about upcoming programs and events, please visit our 

Website at www.harambeehelpingchildren.org.

